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Some of the changing scenes 
in Bellingham are drastic. 
This scene was taken about 
1925, compliments of Janet 
(Brown) Roach. Note the 
dirt: road? (Oak "Hill »ceme-—- 
tery can be seen in the. mid- 
aie of theppictures. “fhe 
after scene was taken in ap- 


proximately the same place. 


A MEMORY HOUSE??A RECYCLING CENTER?? 


OR A TREASURE TROVE?? 
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Shortly before Thanksgiving, i | 


read "A Memory House" in YANKEE maga- 
Zine, as I'm sure many of you did and 
I've been "itching" ever since to put 
my pencil to work. 

We, too, in Bellingham have A 
Memory House, and many articles simi- 
lar to those mentioned in the article 
are also some of our most-prized pos- 
sessions. For instance, 
to be more precise, we have amethyst 
which was mined in Bellingham, off 
Mendon Street back in the early 1900s 
Arrowheads and a grinding stone found 
off Maple Street prove that Indians 
at one time inhabited the area. 

4 dresses ranging in style and 
age from the 1850s-1968 along with 
an old-fashioned baby-carriage and 
baby clothes from the turn of the 
century- 


An old-time tuxedo and top hat and a 
bathing suit from the 1920s...all are 
displayed for one to see. It's fun to 
imagine what lives these represented 

Two ancient quilts decorate the 
walls and a Bi-centennial quilt is 
hung in the corridor of the Town Hall 
Names of Bellingham residents and 
messages adorn 2 quilts and historic 
. town buildings are portrayed on the 
pa ads he 

I'm fascinated by a pair of lea- 
ther boots made in Bellingham, probab 
ly in the mid 1800s. They're held 
together by wooden pegs. They were 
most likely made in Crimpville(part- 
way down No. Main St.) Crimping--to 
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we have rocks: 


bend or mold 
leather to 
shape was a 
‘cottage in- 
dustry. mer 
this section 
of town from 
the mid 1800s - 
to 1875, when 
the boots 
were then ma- 
chine-made. 
Families 
bul Loe Eels 
shops beside 
their homes 
for this spun 
POSG==SevoradE 
still stand ong 
the back roads 
to Mendon. 
The name 
Crimpville 
came from this industry and also Was 
the source for the name Crimpville 
Comments, as Eddie Sawyer(the orig- 
inal publisher) lived in this» areas 
This area was both a manufactur- 
ing and farming community. We have 
an old-time seeder and other old farm 
implements photographs and liters- 
ture on farms which made up a large 
portion of Bellingham...0ld bottles 
attract many--they' re found in old 
homes, dumps, buildings being razed. 
We have some old glass milk bottles 
from Model Dairy and Walnut Farm in- 
dication the existence of several 
dairy farms from years past. 


When the original 3 grammar 
Schools were discontinued, many diff- 


erent styles of desks, etc. were rel-= 
egaced to attics. Due to the diligence 
of 1 of our officers, we have about 
8-10 desks from different decades on 
display. Maybe you sat in one.... 


ta 


Bellingham was well represented 
in the 2 World Wars. We have the 
Honor Roll and several well-preserved 
ieeeorms, mess-kits, citations, etc. 
Do you remember the siren atop the 
Town Hall tower for Civicl Defense? 
It now sits atop one of our display 
cases. 

Numerous pictures decorate the 
walls and shelves, depicting a diff- 
erent lifestyle: grand old homes, 
Dammemmmoustries--all a part of our 
town's history. Many pictures from 
Bellingham's Bicentennial were donat- 
ed by Ed Denault--have you seen yours 
At the turn of the century Hoag Lake, 
later known as Silver Lake was a pop- 
ular amusement park in the area. 
Photos of the carousel, dance hall, 
beach, etc. bring back memories to 
many old-timers. 

One of our 'largest' treasures 
is a full-size sleigh, once used by 
Goldthwaite Bros. of Caryville. 
Today's generation thinks of sleigh- 
rides in Winter as purely ‘good fun'. 
At the turn of the century sleighs 
were often the only transportation 
for delivery-businesses and/or travel 
ing from one place to another. 

We have records and displays of 
the beginnings of both the towns 
police and fire departments. Also 100 
years of grange records and memorable 

If you're a person who finds a 
certain fascination in maps--we have 
a variety: 

---a map of the original township 
from 1719 

=eea map Of 1858 shows all of Nor- 
folk Co. and the location of all 
the homes and who owned them 


As we've mentioned frequently in 
the past, we have the Boston Post 
Cane. This was originally presents 
ing IVO0Seto, Che, oldest..citazen, of. the 
town. This is a practice which we try 
COP cantys,.Ons 

Stepping into our building may 
elicit memories of visiting the li- 
brary for books recommended by libra- 
rians May Cooke or Ethel Spencer. 

We of the Historical Commission 
hope a visit will spark your imag- 
ination as to what life was like in 
Bellingham of yesteryear. We try to 
offer you a history lesson on 
Bellingham's past. 

ETA 


ARRAKRAKARAKARAKEKEKEKKKE 


"Inanimate objects do gather 
into themselves something of 
the character of those who 
live among them....this alone 
makes heirlooms valuable." 
Sen Vet cubic Nites 
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THE SUMMER COTTAGE DILEMMA 


Eight to feed. Oh, what a fix! 
And only knives and forks for six. 


Eight to feed! Land sakes alive! 
And only coffee cups for five. 


Eight for dinner! What a catch! 
With only seven plates that match. 


Eight to feed! Oh, mercy nie! 
And only napkins clean for three. 


Eight to feed! Oh, worst of fates! 
We've only four good butter plates. 


Eight to feed. The problem scares! 
With only five non-wobbly chairs! 


Eight to feed. We'll show what class is! 
With jelly jars for drinking glasses. 


Eight to feed! Next year, she mutters! 
“VIl stock this place with bread and butters.” 


Next year she'll buy a set of dishes 
And all the knives and forks she wishes. 


Copyright 1925 George Matthew Adams 


A VISIT TO BELLINGHAM 
( ENGLAND THAT IS) 


Last September, I was lucky enough 
to he on hand, hostessing at the His- 
toric Center and Museum, when Belling- 
ham resident Joan Wingle stopped in 
for a visit. Ms. Wingle told me that 
she had recently made a trip to the 
British Isles, and had the pleasure of 
touring the area called Northumberland. 
This section of England includes the 


town of Bellingham, which we here in 
Massachusetts refer to as our "Mother 


Town"... Joan kindly. obliged in, fulfil- 
ling my request to relate her observa- 
tions to our readers. 
her story. 


| 


Co-Chairperson © 
Cathy Mucciarone 


During Augustioft 1993;5° 72> was? forru— 
nate enough to be able to fulfill a 
longstanding dream of touring the Bri- 
tish Isles. My travels began in Lon- 
don and from there, our tour bus took 
us through the southern part of Eng- 
land and into Wales. We then crossed 
the Irish Sea to Ireland, where our 
tour of that beautiful country ended 
in Dublin. From there, we again boar- 
ded a ship for the return sail across 
the Irish Sea, landing this time in 
North Wales. After a tour of that 


area, it was back into England and up 


to Scotland. 
On our ‘return: trip from Scotland, we 


crossed the border into the rugged and 
lovely landscapes of Northumberland, 
located in the northern part of Eng- 
land. As we travelled along the high- 
way, heading south, imagine my sur- 


prise when I saw a highway sign which | 


read "BELLINGHAM 10 kilometers". Upon 
checking with our tour guide, I was 
advised that we would not be travel- 


ling through Bellingham, as it was a 
few miles (or kilometers) in another 
direction. I was disappointed to say 
the least, as I would have loved to 
have visited there and taken a few 
‘photographs. Although I was not able 
todo -tnhis,.1.am, instedd,, submitting 
some pictures of the general area in 
which our namesake town is located. 
The area is not densely populated and 


is mostly used for farming and grazing. | 


is extremely rocky and 
but beautiful in its 
accompanying photographs 


The landscape 
rather hilly, 
scope, as the 


A 


What follows is 


will, hopefully, show. 


T'm not sure how many of your Bel- 
lingham (USA) readers, if any, have 
had the opportunity to visit Belling- 
ham, England or the surrounding area. 
I, however, am happy to say that I 


had the a) eal: of doing so and wan-= 
ted to share my experience with all of 


your readers, as well as those of you 


who have ties to our town. 


Submitted by: 
Joan Windle 


ee 


This is a picture of Joan Wingle ; 
standing at the Scotland/England 


border. 


In the booklet Bellingham, compiled 
by the Bellingham (England) Parish 
Council and written by Brian Tilley- 
4th edition, Bellingham England is de- 
scribed as a town "pretty enough, with 
its well kept gardens, attractive 
stone buildings, and unusual "stepped" 
shops in the main street." Belling- 
ham is essentially a market town, and 
is also known as a major agricultural 
market area. Sheep and lamb are a big 
Dart Of the town's "crop". 


Bellingham is the capital of the Up-| 


per North Tyne, but even so, is in the 
middle of vast undeveloped sections of 
England. From Bellingham, much of the 
surrounding wild and picturesque coun- 
tryside can be toured. 


The town was named after the de Bel- 
lingham family. They were foresters 
to Scotland's kings. A grassy mound 
known as "Castle Hill" is allegedly 
the spot where this prominent family 
built their impressive homestead. Some 
of the buildings in Bellingham date 
back to the llth century. The name of 
our sister village in England, is pro- 
nounced "Bellin-jum". The township 
was created officially by Royal Decree 
in 1811, but had taken its name from 
the famous forester family long before 
that date. Even though we here in the 
state of Massachusetts, U.S.A. know 
that our Bellingham was founded in179 
the residents of the town in England 
with our same name, can claim centur- 
ies offtitileship, prioc.tosus. 


BELLINGHAM 


THE UPPER NORTH TYNE AREA 


The main street of Bellingham 
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THE FIRST MEETING HOUSE 


"Then meett together the Inhabitances of y* 
Town att the house of Ensig John Thompson it 
being a publiuck town meeting to chuse town 
officers."! On March 2, 1720, the new town of 
Bellingham gathered to transact their first business 
as a town. One of the first items on their agenda 
was a town meeting house. 


The town meeting house was not the Town 
Hall of present day. There were not offices for all 
~ town officials or for any town official. The meeting 
house was just that, a place for the town’s 
inhabitants to meet to discuss their needs and those 
of the Town. The most important use of the 
meeting house, however, was not even civil or 
political, but religious. 


Colonial towns were formed for the specific 
purpose of providing a religious center for a group 
of settlers. Because of the difficulty of travel, 
houses in which to worship their God each Sunday 
must be convenient to the worshipers. The 
incorporation of Bellingham in 1719, specifically 
required the town to hire a minister. In order to do 
so, they had to have a meeting house. | 


That first town meeting set up a committee 
of John Darling, Nicholas Cook Sr, John Corbet, 
John Holbrook to consider a place to set the 
meeting House.? Their deliberations were short, 
for on March 28 "then meett togather to consider of 
a conveniant place to seett the meetting House and 
_ have concluded and determinaned by vote that the 
place shall be btwen the old Road that leads from 
-_Mendon to Wrentham and the new road which 
leads from Cornelius Darlins to Wrentham by 
Elezer Medcalfs which place the metting house is to 
stand or thare aboutes is the place on which thare 
is a cartain heap of Stones laid up togather."? 

This location did not satisfy everyone for at 
the meeting of October 31, that vote was "Recalled 
and Disanulled and voide. Another committee of 
seven was appointed to build the meeting house. 
Shortly thereafter, on November 14, 1720, the 
meeting house was sited. "It was Voted that the 
meetting house should be sett whare thare is a stake 
Standing near Wathearlys Corner with a heap of 
stones laid about said stake and a pine tree marked 
said Stake Standing in an old road that goes from 
Mendon to Wrentham. The demention of the 
meeting house Voted to be fourty foott long, thirty 
foott wide, eighttean foott betwen joynts. The 
Stated price for the Labours for a narrow axx man 
finding himself tow shillings and six pence pr day, 
Broad axx men three shillings pr day finding 
themselves." 


The placement of the meeting house has no 
real importance today, except for historical curiosity. 
Weatherly, a founder of the town, owned 
approximately sixty acres near what is now called 
Bellingham center. By reference in subsequent road 
layouts and deeds to Isaac and Elias Thayer, the 
location can be narrowed to the area of the present 
High School. The exact location, has been lost to 
time. 


The Bellingham Proprietors of the 
Common Land controlled the land. Even though 
the Town had voted, their vote was necessary to 
actually provide the land. They met on November 
22, 1720 and "voated that Thirty acres of Land shall 
be Laid out where ye Town of Bellingham have 
agreed to Sett their meeting house for ye 
accommadation of Sd house and for a_ Training 
field and such other publick use as ye propriators 
shall here after determine to be laid out at ye 
judgement of ye committee before any more be 
Laid out to an particulier person on ye account of 
an Devision."” 

Lest we forget, the Town was still located 
in the wilderness. Although there had not been any 
Indian activity for a number of years, it was not 
being over cautious to keep a militia prepared. The 
Proprietors did not give unlimited use of the land, 
they attempted to keep some control. Fortunately 
or unfortunately, there does not seem to have been 
any further followup by the Proprietors on this 
issue. 

The meeting house dimensions were set by 
the original vote. What the building looked like is 
not really known. It was obviously a simple 
building, probably one room, constructed of wood. 
The meeting of November 23, 1721 "Passed by a 
voat that y° Meeting house shall be Larthed & 
plaistered with White lime. It was Voated also 
there Should be an alley of four foot wide through 
the body of the meeting house and also an alley of 
four foot wide between the Ends of the Soals & the 
outside of Sd Meeting House."® Nothing more was 
written to describe the building. 


Work on the meeting house began soon 
after. There is no record of how long it took to 
complete, or when the first meeting was held there. 
The Town meeting of March 18, 1723 "Voted that 
Jonathan Hayward shall have 0-9-0 shiling for 
drawing timber for the meeting hous. Voted that 
those men that worked about lathing the meeting 
hous 0-3-0 shiling a day.....Voted that Samuel 
Tompson for cutting for the meeting house 0-2-6...... 
Voted the town have granted Cornilus Darling 
0-14-0 Shilling for Sweeping the meeting house this 
year in suing.” 


The subsequent history of this first meeting 
house was spotty. All town meetings were held 
there as well as the meetings of the church every 
Sunday, when the town could get a preacher, which, 
after 1740, was seldom. 

It was not well kept up. Over the next 
couple of decades, there were constant expense 
items for repair. In 1739, there was an attempt to 
move the meeting house to a location north of the 
Charles River as part of a scheme to annex portions 
of the town of Mendon to Bellingham. Similar 
attempts were made through the 1740’s. None ever 
seemed to be more than wishful thinking. 

In 1747, the glass in the windows was 
apparently gone for the annual meeting "Put to vote 
whether Walsingham Chilson be imployed in 
mending the Glass windows of the meeting house 
naleing bords over the Glass as much as he shall 
think is necessary. Passed Affirmatively"!? 


The disrepair of the building and/or its 
inconvenience, led the townspeople to hold many of 
their meetings, beginning with a meeting on March 
7, 1750, at the new north meeting house. The latter 
was constructed by the newly formed Baptist 
Church in 1743 and was located on the side of the 
hill at the western end of High Street. The town 
held meetings at both the old meeting house and 
the Baptist meeting house until 1761. The use of 
a Baptist building for a town meeting was unusual 


in Massachusetts at the time. The largely Puritan 
(Congregational) settlers did not easily accept any 
other religion. The Puritan faith was as close to a 
state religion as was to be found in the early 
colonies. Bellingham, with a large Baptist 
population, was an exception, though not always a 
harmonious one. 
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STONE MARKER ON HIGH STREET hs 

DENOTING SITE OF FIRST BAPTIST ge 

CHURCH IN BELLINGHAM. 


The first attempt to get rid of the old 
building came on May 23, 1757 when it was "put to 
Vote whether the Town will act on that article in 
the Warrant about pulling down our old meeting 
house & it passed in the negative."!! The concern 
of at least the non Baptist portion of the population 
for the meeting house was evident through the next 
decade. In 1761, there was a falling out between 
the Baptist Church and the remainder of the Town. 
For the next 13 years, meetings were to be held in 
the old meeting house. Whatever the disagreement, 
it must have been difficult for the old meeting 
house was cold and often leaked. Yet the town did 
not want to spend money to repair or replace it. 


In 1761, the Town not only attempted to 
repair the building!?, but set up a committee to 
establish the town center so that a new meeting 
house could be set.!% 

In 1763, it was voted to put the new 
meeting house on a knoll across the Charles River, 
but a subsequent meeting voted that out.!4 By 
that year there were three meeting houses in town. 
A third one had been built by a group in South 
Bellingham, probably near the present Crooks 
Corner. It was originally begun by a group of 
Baptists who differed with their bretheren. It later 
became home to a Universalist sect and then a 
tavern. 

Articles to repair the old meeting house 
appeared infrequently over the next few years. 
They were usually turned down. Apparently by 
1773 the condition of the building was at a new low. 
The town meetings were still held in the building 
but an article on the annual meeting asked "To see 
if the Town will vote to pull down the Old meeting 
house and with the same meterals erect a House fit 
for the town to hold town meeting in and to perfix 
a place to set it up." The Town voted to pull down 
the old building and sell it for fourteen pounds 
before May. A committee of three men John 
Metcalf, John Corbitt, and Ezra Foristell were 
chosen to arrange the sale.’ 

The May meeting came and went and no 
action was taken. The next annual meeting on 
March 2, 1774 was held for the first time since 1761 
in the "Baptis North Meeting House".!© Again the 
topic of disposing of the old meeting house was 
debated and action taken. “Put to vote wheather 
the town will alienate their right in the towns old 
meeting House as it stands to David Jones & such 
others as shall Associate with him Provided at the 
adjournment of this meeting the said David Jones & 
his Associates shall give Security to the Selectmen 
as the town shall then agree that they will Erect a 
House 26 feet Long & 22 feet wide & 9 feet studd 
to be Improved by the town to hold town meetings 
in & for the sd Jones & Associates to Improve for 
a School House at all times only on Town Meeting 
Days. Said House to be Erected near the Place 


Called the Gate Between sd David Jones house & 
the Late Thomas Baxturs house. The above Vote 
Pased in the Affermative."!” 


Despite that vote, the next meeting on 
April 4 was again in the old building. The town 
voted on its sale through various schemes again in 
May, again in June and in October 1774. The 
building still stood and the fourth Monday in 
October 1774, the final meeting was held there. 
All other schemes having failed, the parts of the 
building were auctioned off to the highest bidder 
and arrangements were made to get payment. 


"Voted to Sel the frame of the town 
meeting hous to the Highest bidder. Ezra Foristell 
being the Highest bidder struck of to him for 1-11- 
0. 

Voted to sell the meturals of the Town meeting 
house to the Highest bidder 
the materals that ware struck of to Joseph 
Chillson 1-14-0 
the materals Struck of to Elias Thayer 
0-5-6 
the materals Struck of to Dr John Corbitt 
0-14-0 
Struck of to Dr Corbitt 
| 0-10-0 
the materals Struck of to James Baley 
1-14-0 
Struck of to Elias Thayer 
0-12-0 
the materals Struck of to Jonathan Thomson 
0-16-6 
Struck of to Dr Corbitt 
0-1-6 
Struck of to Dr Corbitt 
0-7-0 
Struck of to Ezra Foristell 
0-14-6 
Struck of to David Jones 
0-4-0 


9-4-0 
Voted that the above named Parsons that bought 
the meterals of the Town Meeting HOuse pay the 
sum that is set against his name to ite Town 
Treasuer by the first day of march next."! 


The first meeting house was finally history. 
For the next twenty seven years the town would 
hold its meetings at the Baptist meeting house, now 
called Mr. Alden’s meeting house, after its pastor, 
and at the dwelling house and inn of Elias Thayer. 
Meetings seemed to be held at one or the other 
without order or reason. About half at each place. 
Finally in 1802 the town built another meeting 
house, one that survives up to the present day. 


Our THANKS to Bruce Lord 
for the preceding article. The 
majority of the information 


came from Town of Bellingham 


Book of iRecordsyevols Taree 


I'm sure it took many 
hours of research to compile 
all tof? the. ifacts® ForValiviia 
work, we are very grateful. 

BHC 
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SPRING 
Of all the joys that life can bring 
Take not from me the gift of Spring. 
When squirrels romp and robins sing. 
Rebirth for every living thing! 


The crocus, first to realize 

The miracle before our eyes 

With courage quite beyond its size 
Appears before the snow's demise. 


Then, later, tulips, colors bright 
And blossoms, such a gorgeous sight! 
When trees start budding overnight 
To greet the golden morning light. 


Nothing surpasses that first warm wind; 
The essence of Spring it seems to send. 
Is this not Nature!s most beautiful blend 
Of Summer's beginning and Winter's end? 


-Linus- 


NOTICE 


This will be our last issue until fall. 
We hope we'll be able to print at least 
four issues next season. 
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Put to Vote wether the Town will Chuse a Committee 
of three men to Prepare & Present to the Great & General Court 
of this Provence a Petition that the sd General Court rebate 
a Part & make the sum Less that is Set as this Towns 
Proportion to Each thousand Pound in the Provence Tax 
& that the Provence Treasurer may be Directed to 
Send for Less sum to Bellingham in the 1000 Pounds 
& also that sd Committee Pray sd Court to Remitt the sums 
we ware fined for not sending a Representative the | 
Last year & in the year 1771 by sending for a Less 
sum to this Town the next year. 
Pased in the affarmitive 
John Metcalf) 
Robart Smith) Committee 
Samuel Scott) 


Voted that the Town Direct said Committee to 
Lay the Poverty of the Town of Bellingham before 
the Great & General Court & Pray they would Excuse said 
Town from sending a Representative & not fine us the 
Present year. 
test trew Coppy from the town Records 

Aaron Holbrook Town Clerk 


Bellingham may 18th 1774 
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BORDERLINES: 


MEDWAY, MASSACHUSETTS 


Dedham has long been considered a "mother town," for from her area, 
many other towns have been established, and from these towns, further 
subdivisions have been made. 

When Medfield was incorporated in 1651, it was truly a frontier 
settlement. The Charles River to its west marked the beginning of a 
total wilderness. 

It is curious, therefore, that even before Medfield was fully 
settled, its inhabitants were petitioning for more lands to the west, 
across the river. 

In this new area, there was a small settlement at Mendon - then known 
as "Mendham" - and a small tribe of Indians dwelt in the later Medway 
on the south shore of Winthrop's Pond, now Lake Winthrop. 

It was not until the year 1700 that the first settler came to 
Medway. Henry Garnsey came here from Dorchester ''near Boston," and 
built his house near the intersection of Village and Cottage Streets. 

Garnsey's dwelling was located in what was known as the New Grant, 
established by the legislature in 1659, encompassing what is now West 
Medway. Previous to this, there had been established the "Old Grant," 
of 1649, and this is now represented by the Town of Millis. 

As is the case in the settling of our early towns, Medway first had 
a grist mill and a sawmill, and these were located on the Charles, 
where the later Sanford Mills stood, at Sanford Street in Medway 
Village. 

Medway was never much of a farming community. There were, of course, 
the typical home farms - a vegetable garden with corn and root crops - 
and at one time, there were quite sizeable peach, pear and apple or- 
chards along the valley of Chicken Brook. - 

From the beginning, industry was Medway's main theme. Its boot and 
straw industries flourished for a relatively short time - some 75 years 
from around 1850 to 1925, but it was the textile industry that lasted 
the longest, although it was not the greater employer. 

In 1809, the Medway Cotton Manufactory was established at the earlier 
site of the 1711 Whiting grist mill and sawmill at the river on what is 
now Sanford Street. This company was dissolved in 1864, and in 1881, it 
was taken over by the Sanford Mills Corporation. In 1883, the new own- 
ers razed the old mill, and built the present brick structure which was 
converted to condominiums svereal years ago. 

Thus, the textile industry outlasted other shops by several years. 

The major industries supported other satellite bunsinesses such as 
textile machinery shops, box shops, machine shops, and of course, 
lodging places. 

Business in Medway was sufficient to bring the railroad through town 
in 1863. There had been a branch railroad line running from Norfolk 
(then North Wrentham) to Medway Village. This road lasted only a rel- 
atively short time - 1851-1864 - and had been constructed by the 
Boston, Hartford & Erie RR in hope of preventing some other railroad 
from reaching the town. In 1863, however, the Charles River RR, running 
from Needham to Woonsocket via Bellingham was opened. 

Medway is now a residential town, with only a small segment of in- 
dustry. 

And where did the town get its name? Probably because it was midway 
between Mendon and Dedham on the old Middle Post Road. FDD 
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THINGS I DON'T MISS 


Hand me downs. 

Saturday night baths. 

Cold bedrooms. 

Outhouses. 

Auto tire chains. 

Party line telephones. 

Baby's cloth diapers. 

Wringer washing machines. 

Ironing one day a week. 

Wooden storm windows. 

Wells going dry during the summer. 

Cars without heaters and air conditioners. 

Getting stuck in the mud in the driveway. 

Thawing ice on barnyard water pails. 

One pipe furnaces. 

Yesteryears frequent and violent thunder- 
storms. 

Lace curtain stretchers. 

Kerosene stoves. 

Ice boxes. 

Pushing old time lawnmowers. 

When folks lived in two rooms all winter. 

Old pens and ink wells. 

Manual typewriters. 

Lack of hot water in the summer. 

Kerosene lamps. 

Pedal sewing machines. 

Ration coupons. 

Poll taxes. 

White margarine that had to be colored. 

Mimeograph machines. 


F.M.M. 
DEATHS 


Ambrose Cassidy 
Vincent J Butero 
Eugene O. Landry 
Viola Tower 

Margery J. Benoit 
Annette R. Galipeau 
Dolores B. Schlosser 
Raymond A. Dupuis 
Janet Verhulst 

Henry Marsolini 

Leo A. Beaudet 

Evelyn (Peachy Moore) May 
Samuel Nicholson 

John Kucharski 
Francis C. Callery 
George R. Swartz 
Agnes M. Scaccia 
Michael J. Connors 
Gaetan N. Vekeman 
Pauline (Smith) Harper 
David McNaul 

Florence (Perry) Kurzontkowski in 1992 
Fred Jones in 1992 
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WHO WAS WHO IN THE 
LATE 30s AND EARLY 40s? 


Who was the girl who climbed to the top of the 
water tower? 

Who set the waste basket on fire in the North 
School's eighth grade? 

Who were the two girls who thumbed a ride 
home from school to go to the hairdresser 
the day of the Junior Prom? 

What two students threw a little lemon pie 
back and forth in the auditorium? (It 
split open). 

Who used to say "Remember your triple duty 
Freshmen?" 

Who hated referring to a boy as a guy? 

Who thought Shakespeare was the greatest 
thing that ever happened to literature? 

Who used to call Miss Mahoney, Ma Honey? 

Who couldn't understand how a teacher of 
Italian descent could teach French? 

Who put the salt in the sugar canister in 
cooking class? 

Who was most often sent to the principal's 
office? 

Who fell in the icy waters of the ole swimn- 
ing hold one winter? 

What teacher was a camera buff? 

Who got caught using a 'pony' in Latin class? 

Who said "If I say black is white, it's white?" 

Who steered a Johnson bus around the curves 
on Harpin Street? 

What two girls put on boxing gloves and had 
a bout one noon in the auditorium? 

Who led the song fests on the school bus? 

Who had the nick names of - Toady, Porky, Gus, 

Zana, Chick, Hogy, Snapper, Pop, Penny, Gigs, 

Slug, Jakie and Cookie? 


F.M.M. 
DONATIONS 


Mildred & Carleton Patrick 
Rita & Ernest Sawyer 
Anna & Leon Gadoury 
James Holmes 
Peter & Linda Kornicki 
(in memory of Jody Ann Renaud) 
Mary & Frank Lewinski 
At WOU b IES 
William & Arlene Duncan 
(in memory of Viola Tower) 
Dorothea Spas 
Fraternal Order of Police-Lodge 8 
Carroll & Alice White 
Jennie Kozak 
Emilio Cubellis 
June (Hall) Merrick 
F.D.Donovan 
Genevieve Gardner 
Janet (Brown) Roach 


~ Reprinted from the National Economic Review of The New York Times—January 9, 1967 


Locate your plant in the heart of the 
“Golden Triangle’ 


cioeiaistenes MASSACHUSETTS 


# fiom Oe 
se rae Cn , 
cane = 


sera ie Sane “5 fa as 1es0@ growing community 
““The Golden centered ina 


Triangle’ growing market 


© ideal distribution center 
@ diversified labor force 
© choice industrial sites available 


@ U.S. 495 Interchange connect- 
ing major highways 

@ favorable tax structure 

@ within range of 363,000 sci- 
ence-oriented technicians and 


more than 400 research and 
development laboratories 


For further information write to the 


Bellingham 
Industrial 
Development 
. Commission 
BELLINGHAM INDUSTRIAL PARK P.0. Box 2 
* 135,000 square feet of space suitable for heavy or light manufacturing » Close to large Cities: Boston, Worcester, Gi 
Providence, Woonsocket * Unlimited amount of live steam available from two Dillon High Pressure Boilers © 5,000,000 Bellingham, Massachusetts 


gallons of processing water from adjacent source (see photo above) * Complete Sprinkler system ¢ Suspended fluorescent 
‘ighting «© Ample loading platforms and elevators * Access to Routes 16, 95, 109, 126, 140 and 495 Inner Belt now under 
construction ¢ Completely air-conditioned offices «© Ample hard-topped parking areas * Plant complete'y enclosed with 
security fencing © For future development this plant is located on li'/4, Acres of land @ Build to suit tenant 

Phone or Write Mr. Joseph Vendetti 14 Pearl Street, Bellingham, Mass. 533-6633 of 528-3456 


BELLINGHAM 495 
INDUSTRIAL FARK 


500 acres located on Interstate 2 


Interchange. Telephone for in- 


formation 473-3131. 


John J. Casey Insurance Agency, Inc. 
Aute ¢ Accident © Fire * Health © Life » Casualty 


No. Main Street 227 Main Street 
Bellingham, Mass. Milford, Mass. 
NORFOLK COUNTY TRUST CO. 473-4700 473-4045 
This advertisement is sponsored by the following firms and organizations: 


ALMACS SUPERMARKETS CASEY, JOHN J. INSURANCE AGENCY, INC. “HILL, RICHARD C, 


Quality—variety—service *250 acres bordering Route 495 
BELLINGHAM 495 INDUSTRIAL PARK CUMBERLAND CONSTRUCTION CO., INC. —2 minutes to either Bellingham 
BELLINGHAM INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT — Concrete contractors py treakia Interchange 
SELLIAGHANL INDUSTRIES PATE GARELICK BROS. FARMS, INC. wpateauguartd ite 4 2 
BELLINGHAM LUMBER “Taste the freshness” NORFOLK COUNTY TRUST COMPANY 

Builiding materials & Bauy pronwes TEXTILE MACHINE SHOP, ING. 
srhrie aii conaunes INC HART REAL ESTATE Precision machining on electronic parts 

' ‘ 


Dye stuffs & chemicals 


Real estate specialists _] 2— TROTTIER’S EXPRESS INC. 


THINGS I MISS | 


Blue birds. Milk in glass bottles delivered by the milk- 
Old hymns in church. man. 
Working farms. Baker's deliveries. 
Cows mooing. Old fashioned street lights. 
Grange meetings. When folks dressed up to go to church. 
When crowds skated on local ponds. Ladies' pretty hats. 
Whip-poor-wills. Decent movies. 
Picking swamp violets and other wild flowers j Crime free streets and neighborhoods. 
in the woods that used to be next door. When folks lived by the Golden Rule. 
Polite children. Prayers in schools. 
Nun's flowing black habits. Life before drugs, AIDS, crime etc. 
Picking wild grapes, blueberries and straw- Smell of new mown hay. 
berries. When a can of coffee weighed a pound. 
When mothers didn't have to work outside the { Car's front wing windows. 
home. Houses where the kitchen was an ell. 
The rollerskating rink at Nipmuck. Good manners. 
The State Theater. Night office hours at doctors, dentists and 
Shopping on Main St. in Milford and Woon- lawyers. 
socket. When ladies dresses didn't have elastic waist 
Big bands. bands. 
Sweet music and words one could understand. Maggie & Jigs and Mutt & Jeff in the comics. 
Family doctors where you didn't need an Life before TV. 
appointment. Poetry that rhymes. 
When dentists charged 2 and 5 dollars for a_ | Renting a boat at Beaver Pond. 
fitling. When houses weren't offices. 
Johnson Bus Lines. Paragon Park. 
‘Passenger and freight trains going through Boats to Nantasket Beach. 
town. Water that didn't smell like Clorox. 
The rail road stations in North Bellingham Paint. thatydidn't peel. 
and Caryville. Voting up stairs in the town hall. 
The North Bellingham and Caryville post When midnight skies were dark. 
offices. Housedresses and aprons. 
Ernie Camps store. Life before ticks, rabid animals etc. 
Bulk butter. Two dollar bills. 
The penny post card and three cent stamp. Fifty cent pieces. 
John Michalowski's Market When there was no sales tax. 
Chatter of push lawn mowers. Old fashioned greeting cards. 
Minasian's Gulf Station. Pheasants in the field. 
When all the local banks would cash your F.M.M. 
check. 


Hixson's Ice Cream Parlor. A tum of the century (1900) “introduction cara”, 


When one wasn't afraid to walk alone in the used to identify people or businesses to poten- 
woods. tial friends or clients. 

Leaving doors open on summer nights. 

Scenic back roads and dirt roads. 

Dry goods peddlers. , 

Doctor's house calls. i) 

When every back yard had lines of washing 
blowing in the breeze every Monday morning. 

When the daily paper was 2¢ and had more news 
mat. ) 

When common sense was common. 

When marriage was "Till death do us part". 

When foul language was taboo. d 

Memorial Day exercises at Oak Hill Cemetery. | : 

When Nantasket Beach was a nice vacation Pass . "a 
spot. ( rs ' e . i "i J 

Milk with cream on top. Sk RE Na OS ae et iar Ms = ae 


pte Pn Not, DER re ae, en See ie a 


RECOMMENDED READING 


CHANGES IN THE LAND: Indians, Col- 
onists, and the Ecology of New Eng- 
land, Hill & Wang; NY} £9632" This 
book by William Cronan is an analy- 
tical history of how land and people 
changed each other when the colon- 
ists arrived. Cronan observes and 
comments on plant, animal and human 
"landscapes" in a forthright and 
informative manner. 


YANKEE YARNS by Alton Hall Black- 
ington. You may recall ''Blackie's" 
radio programs of many years ago. 
This book, published by Dodd, Mead 
in 1954 contains 18 of his best, 
including The Gold Mine Hoax, The 
Molasses Disaster, and his famous 
recounting of the loss of the PORT- 
LAND. Blackington was born in Rock- 
land, Maine, and started collecting 
New England tales and folklore as a 
boy. He was featured on Boston radio 
station WBZefrom.1933 4to—eL953..in 
weekly broadcasts. 


THE DISTURBER: A Full-blooded Novel 
About the Man Who Scandalized Puri- 
tan New England. By L. S. Davidson 
Jv., MacMillan, 1964. This novel is 
based on the true-life exploits of 
one Thomas Morton, who, breaking 
with conservative Puritanism, set up 
a place he called ''Merrymount™ at 
Wollaston. The austere Puritans were 
aghast at the goings-on in this den 
of iniquity. This book not only pro- 
vides us with a fine historical 
overview of the time, but by telling 
the tale as a story with characters, 
this overview is enhanced. 


YANKEE DICTIONARY, by Charles F. 
Haywood. Jackson & Phillips, pub- 
lishers, 1963. If you have questions 
about old-time objects, customs, or 
sayings, you'll find answers in this 
fascinating book. Mackerel sky, Fire 
balloon, Perch pole, Salt-box house, 
Switchel - all are in this book, 
along with many more. We guarantee 
it "won't take you longer than a wet 
week'' to finish this engrossing 
book. 


ST ST a RT A Ne 


FDD 


TWO TRAMPS in MUD TIME 


The sun was warm but the wind was 
ve) the bel or 

You know how it is with an April 
day 

When the sun is out and the wind 
LoesScLuL, 

You're one month on in the middle 
of May. 

But if you so much as dare to 
speak, 

A cloud comes over the sunlit arch, 

A wind comes off a frozen peak, 

And you're two months back . ingthe 
middle of March. 


By ROBERT FROST 


Bellingham, Nipmuc Kids History Buffs 


Framingham State College hosted the 21st 
Annual State History Conference for Massa- 
chusetts high school students. 

Co-sponsored by the FSC history department 
and Upsilon Alpha, the college's chapter of 
the national history honor society Phi Alpha 
Theta, the conference drew more than 500 st- 
udents and faculty from 21 schools, includ- 
ing seven from Nipmuc Regional High School 
and 13 from Bellingham High School. 

The following students participating from 
Nipmuc were: Elizabeth Bleakney, Stacy Brown, 
Jaime Carrozzi, Christine Cignoli, Jennifer 
Dicks, Daniel Hampson and Nicole Hart. 

The following Bellingham students particip- 
ating in the conference were: Danielle 


' Bouliane, Erin Conroy, James Crawford,’ Victo- 
ria Guray, Shayne Harrel, Jeffrey Hill, Eliz 


abeth Keppler, Amy Phillips, Tara St. Germ- 
ain, Matthew Trudeau, Heather Varney, Rob 
Weidman and Kristen Vella. 


The Commission would like to thank Roland 


and Joanne Arcand for the Christman wreath 


for the museum's front door. 
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children learn very well 


time to remember Bellingham. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR: 


Issue # 124 of the "Crimpville Com- 
ments" got quite a response. Here is 
a Sampling from our mailbag. 


Carroll White of Cincinnati, Ohio had 
this to say: 


The two pictures on page 16 of issue 


124 prompted my feelings of nostalgic 
memories lost. These were pictures 
taken at the corner of Routes 140 and 
MuzoeerOne includes the Thayer stately 
residence and the other, the Ben Fran- 
klin Bank. 

My reaction was one of horror at tne 
price of progress(?). The traffic 
Poveewich itS Spindly arms, of course, 
contributed to the reaction. 

Tiweers one Of my first ever nostal- 
gic reaction which must mean I am get- 
tingetoo old (only 71) to appreciate 
the new and more efficient world. I 
must admit that I would probally not 
taken the time to type or write this 
letter but the computer makes it so 
easy that I took action. 

Please accept the enclosed donation 
as support for your great job. 


Another Bellingham resident, Kevin 


Milan, had these words to contribute: 


Thank you so much for taking the 

I enjoy 

reading the articles and the history. 
Please don't mind if I make a few 

comments. To ETA and her article a- 

bout "How Times Change". I have a 


wonderful neighborhood, all very car- 
ing and helpful and we always 100k 


out for each other. Things really 
haven't changed that much. 

Also to FMM, "School Days in the 
1930's" was fascinating, but if a tea- 
cher were to hit my child, I'd be down 
Pneremin a flash. I'll discipline my 
own child- just have the teacher let 
me Know what he/she has done. My 
in a stress 
free classroom. 

I hope I haven't been too critical, 
because I have really enjoyed every 
Publication. Our lives today are our 
memories tomorrow. I kind of like 
Bellingham in 1994. 


aS 


Laura Drown of West Boylston, 
very enthusiastic: 


MA was 


I have just read the Crimpville Com- 
ments that came today, and found it 
very interesting. 

The article about chautauqua reminded 
me of when they used to have chautauqua 
in Milford. We went to quite a few of 
their programs. I remember one where 
they had some performing cockatoos. 
There were also concerts, lectures, 
plays etc. 

The article about school days in the 
'30's was very interesting, as much of 
it described the way things were when 
I went to grade school. I recognize 
all the names of the teachers mention- 
ed (and even Mr. Rinehart) except Mr. 
Roy, the principal at the North School. 
MynSieter tau sin «the North) school in 
the early 1930's, but he must of come 
there after she left. 

We used to have some of the Automo- 
bile Blue Books and Green Books. We 
sold them to a collector, but sometimes 
I wish we still had tbem. 

JUmping rope was very popular when I 
was in school. Most of the rhymes men- 
tioned were not ones we used, except I 
remember "Tedy Bear, Teddy Bear, turn 
around" and "Rooms for rent, inquire 
within", only we sang "Tenement to let, 
inguire within." We used to sing it 
"tinamentalet, inquire within." I did 
not know what "tinamentalet" meant, but 
it did not seem to matter. I guess at 


that age things don't necessarily have 
to have a meaning. For instance, the 


rhyme we used to say for counting out 

(I don't know as I will spell it right): 

"Inty minty dibity fig 

Delia, dilia, norma, nig. 

Ouchy pouchy dominouchy, 

Alm palm tusk. 

Alja Balja boo, out goes you, 

Into the middle of the deep blue sea 

Where the old woman hangs up her 
disheclothecull, ot; dark blue teas. 


BELLINGHAM HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
3 Common Street 

Old Library Building 

Bellingham, Mass. 02019 


a teacher in Belling- 


William Delaney, 


ham wrote: 

Please accept our congratulations on 
your fine issue of January(#124). My 
Class and I read every issue as it 
comes in and there is always a gem or 
two to discuss. This issue was excep- 
tional, especially the "School Days in 
the, 4930 tev vet fechas certainly chan- 
ged since then! Jumping Rope; The Re- 
cycling; What Is It?; Wow Dog Jack, 
all were well received. 

Taking note of the Anniversary of 
Bellingham, the fifth grade students 
read 275 pages to salute our Town in 
its 275th Anniversary! Everyone en- 
joyed the reading and feeling a part 


of OUR anniversary. Thanks for every- 
thing you do to keep Bellingham Higat 


tory alive and well. 
Dear Editors; 

I hope you'll print this 
letter--1b' sto Abja vou other 
readers of Crimpville Comments. 


From San Antonio, Texas we heard from 


Arlene Duncan: 


Am enclosing a check as a memorial 
to my mother, Viola M. Tower, who 
passed away on January 15, 1994. She 
enjoyed the "Comments" so much and I 
found a box in which she kept every 
copy. I also have enjoyed reading a- 
bout friends and places in Bellingham 
and would like to continue to receive 
the "Comments" in my name. 

Viola Tower lived on Hartford Ave. 
in Caryville. from te 3cuuntit Pabour 
1965. I also resided in Caryville un- 
til my graduation from high school in 
1948. Mother also worked for many 
years in the office at the mill in Car- 
yville. 

On my trip to Massachusetts to bury 
mother in Franklin this month, I had 
the opportunity to see the progress 
in the town. I drove by the Mill Pond 


in Caryville and had many memories of 
skating there and roasting potatoes in 
a fire to eat when we finished skating. 
I noticed the old North School and the 
one at Bellingham Center are still 
standing! 
SO. 

Please continue your good work on 
the "Crimpville Comments" and contin- 
ue to send them to me. 


Have many memories there al- 


Several issues back it was 
mentioned that because of lack 
of money probably fewer issues 
would be published. What a 
shame! We enjoy them so mucn. 

I'd like to suggest that 
if each reader sent in $5.00 as 
a donation this could be pre- 
vented. What do you say? 

Letrs. dow ue tals 


A_ Concerned Reader 


